Sabal Point Golf Course Pond Status
· RB Gem Management LLC, has advised SPCSA, via their attorney, that they will continue to maintain the storm water system in accordance with applicable St. John’s River Water Management District (SJRWMD) permits.
· A letter was sent to SJRWMD advising them of the condition of the ponds (thick “green pea soup”) to determine if RB Gem is in compliance.
· The SJRWMD Environmental Compliance Manager advised SPCSA that they do not have regulatory authority over the operation and maintenance of the golf course ponds at Sabal Point since the ponds were not permitted by the District. This is due to the fact that the golf course was constructed in 1981, which was prior to SJRWMD being established as a regulatory agency. 

· SJRWMD recommended that SPCSA contact Seminole County and a formal inquiry has been made to the Seminole County Storm Water division.  
· The Seminole County Storm Water division responded that the ponds do not have easements dedicated to the County. Therefore, the County cannot take any action to have the ponds maintained. 
· Seminole County Code Enforcement can only enforce the condition of high grass (2 feet or over) within 75 feet of a structure. They have no code enforcement for pond maintenance.
· SJRWMD & the Seminole County Storm Water division also consulted with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP).
· FDEP looked into the possibility of enforcement action due to water quality violations to the outfalls that go to the Little Wekiva River. Unfortunately, they determined that they have no legal basis upon which to enforce that.  
· FDEP advised that a common cause of excessive algae growth in ponds is the ‘run-off’ from the adjacent grounds. Lawn and garden fertilizers contain a high concentration of nutrients and lead to major algae growth. Limiting the amount of fertilizer used on lawns and gardens adjacent to ponds will reduce the nutrients that the algae need to grow. 
· The Seminole County Storm Water division referred this issue to the Seminole County Mosquito Control division to see if they could assist in any way. 
