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No basketball goals, whether temporary, roll-away,

o permanca, may be crected, maintaincd, orplaced on

any lot except in accordance with these rules.  All

basketball goals shall be approved by the Architectural

Review Commitice prior to construction andjor

instalation. Such structures shall be located at the side

orrear of theesideatial structure, ortotherearon comer
parcels, within the same setback line s required of
buildings (and serocned rear porches). They are to be

‘maintained in original condition or removed.

A. Eachhomewithaside entry garage atthe frontof the:
home may have one basketball goal on the lotas set.
forth below.

1. Homes that have a garage door that opens.
toward the side lot line and away from the
‘homemay haveone basketball goal placed along
the side of the homie that also contains the
garage door, 5o long as such basketball goal is
alsobehind the front houseline. (See Extibit A,
Example #2.)

2. Homesthathavea garage doorthatopens toward
the home and interior of the fot may have one:
basketball goal placed along the side of the
home, 50 long as such basketball goal is also
behind the intersection of that side house line:
andevery houseline which faces the front (street
side) of the lot. (See Exkibit A, Example #3)

B. Homes located.on a comer lot may have one.
basketball goal on the lot located behind the rear
house line, or on the inside portion of the comer
ot within the setback lines of the propenty. (See
Exhibit A, Example #5, 6, and 9,)

C. Homes located on & fiag shaped lot may have one.
basketball goal on the lot behind any house fine
which faces the front (street side) of the lot, (Sec
Exhibit A, Example #7.)

.. Homeslocatedonall oherlots whichare notcovered
‘byanyof the more specific rulesoutlined above may
have one basketball goal placed behind any house
line which faces the front (streetside) of the lot. The
basketball goa shall be behind the front house fine:
which s furthest from the street. (See Exhibit A,
‘Examples #1, 4, and 8).

Any requests for variances from these criteria
fromside orrear setbacklines as required of buildings
(and screencd rear porches) governing basketball
‘goal must be accompanicd by the written consent of
all adjoining landowners which shall accompany the
original Application for Architectural Approval. Upon
review of said written consents, variances may be
granted at the discretion of the Architectural Review
Committee. Novariance will be given without writen
‘consent of all adjoining landowners.

Exhibit A to Resolution 94-02 Basketball Goals
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September 12, 2007
To: Sabal Point Residents 
From: SPCSA Board of Directors

Subject:  Proposed Amendments To Restrictions On Basketball Goals 
Dear Sabal Point Homeowner:

Residents in several villages have petitioned the Sabal Point Community Services Association (SPCSA) to virtually eliminate deed restrictions prohibiting basketball goals in front of homes.  Since these restrictions are multiple and complex, SPCSA’s Board of Directors will conduct two meetings to communicate with homeowners and complete a Special Election on proposed covenant amendments:
· An Informational Meeting for residents on Thursday, September 20, 2007;
Purpose: To describe proposed amendments and answer resident questions

Location/Time: Episcopal Church, 251 East Lake Brantley Drive, 7 PM
· A Special Election Meeting for property owners on Thursday, October 25, 2007;
Purpose: To establish a quorum, collect & count ballots and announce results

Location/Time: Sabal Point Country Clubhouse, 7 PM
An election package will be mailed to residents containing an explanation of Proposed Amendments, Voting Instructions, Proxy forms (to obtain a quorum and permit participation by mail), and color-coded Ballot forms to record votes.

Additional Details

Deed Restrictions – the properties in SPCSA Villages are regulated by deed restrictions including “original and supplemental declarations” of covenants established during initial development and construction.  Because the development took place during several phases over multiple years, each Village has covenants similar to, but slightly different from the others.   For game & play structures and basketball goals, SPCSA’s Board of Directors and Architectural Review Committee (ARC) also established additional rules to clarify permissible basketball goal locations on properties.  A summary of Association Resolution 94-02 is enclosed for your review.

Petition For Amendment – the petitioners have stated that their intention is to permit every SPCSA homeowner to permanently locate a basketball goal (fixed pole or portable structure) in front of their residence, regardless of lot size or configuration.

Voting Process – covenants can be amended if at least 10% of residents petition the homeowner association for changes.  Petitioned changes must be voted on at a pre-announced “Special Meeting”, with approval required by 2/3 of participating association members, either by mail-in vote or attendance at the election meeting. 
Votes Required By Different Villages – due to differences in Village covenants and restrictions, there will be three different types of votes taking place in the Special Election, and special Ballot forms for different Villages:

1. Residents of Sabal Bend and Sabal Creek will be asked to vote on amendments to their specific deed restrictions, since these covenants contain very specific prohibitions on basketball goals in front of homes.
2. Residents of Sabal Trail, Sabal View, Sabal Fairways and Sabal Glen will also be asked to vote on amendment of the Sabal Bend covenants since their Villages are regulated by the original Sabal Bend declarations.
3. Residents of Sugar Ridge, Sabal Ridge and Sabal Green will be asked to vote on whether SPCSA Resolution 94-02 should be changed to permit placement of basketball goals in front of homes.  The controlling deed restrictions for these Villages do not prohibit such placement but give the Board of Directors and ARC legal authority to establish and implement appropriate rules.

Pro’s and Con’s For Amendments

There are reasons to support or oppose proposed changes.  Favorable points include:

· Convenience/Supervision - individual basketball goals permit child play with adult supervision at virtually any time.  There is no travel or worry about competition from other players in Sabal Point parks.

· Health/Exercise - available outside play structures encourage children and families to get physical exercise, promoting healthier lifestyles.

· Practice/Proficiency - families with children involved in organized (i.e. high school) basketball activities can support their child’s athletic efforts with personal equipment.

· Fairness - existing basketball rules limit goal locations to the rear or side of properties, most compatible with side-entry garages.  These limitations cannot be met by some homes with front-entry garages or on smaller lots with limited back or side yard separation from neighbors.

Reasons for opposition:
· Adverse Impact on Appearances - proposed changes would permit permanent location of a fixed or portable (roll-away) goal in front of every home, regardless of lot size or arrangement.  Locations could include driveways, walkways or in the middle of front yards.

· Quality Of Life - current basketball restrictions are designed to protect neighboring property owners from noise, property damage (balls bouncing into adjacent yards, flowers & shrubs), and to preserve community appearances.  The proposed changes would enable basketball play at nearly any time of day, in close proximity to neighbors’ lots, living and sleeping areas.

· Property Values - according to community developers, curb appeal, property values and resale potential were maximized by prohibiting play structures in front of homes.  The original covenants and ARC rules required consideration of home and lot sizes, driveway length and slope, proximity to neighboring properties, roads and sidewalks before basketball equipment can be installed.

· Safety - residents with short, uneven or sloping driveways and front yards are at risk of having children chase balls into streets or cause damage to passing motor vehicles.

· Enforcement Challenges - SPCSA’s ARC and Compliance groups have invested hundreds of hours to assure that existing basketball goals are properly located, approved and maintained in good condition.  An increased number of goals will predictably lead to increased levels of unsightly conditions including rusted, mildewed or deteriorated structures and torn or missing nets. 

Amendment of SPCSA’s existing basketball restrictions must be carefully considered, for all of the above reasons.  

Resident Actions Requested 
All affected Sabal Point homeowners are requested to take several actions:

A) Read and carefully consider this and future mailings.  Details of proposed amendments and instructions for participating in the Special Election will be provided in advance.

B) Attend the Informational Meeting on September 20th if at all possible.  The petitioners will have an opportunity to explain their proposal and justification, and residents opposed to proposed changes will be able to share their views.

C) Most importantly, residents should attend and participate in the Special Election Meeting on October 25th or mail in completed Proxy and Ballot forms early to assure that a valid election can be conducted, that individual votes are recorded, and that election results reflect the true consensus of homeowners in the community. 
Questions can be directed to any SPCSA Board Member or to Dorothy Dodson of Sentry Management at (407) 788-6700, ext. 314.

SPCSA Board of Directors
Enclosure: Resolution 94-02 Summary
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